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84 Book Notices. [July- Aug., 

The Story of Jacob. 

Israel : A Prince with God. The story of Jacob re-told. By P. B. Meyer, 
B. A. Chicago : F. H. Revell Co. Pp. ioo. Price, $1.00. 
This is a volume in the series of Old Testament Heroes, three of which 
have already been published by Mr. Meyer. They are all possessed of a 
life and spirit which make them among the best of religious reading. 
They are scholarly, evangelical, devout and stirring. The style is beautiful 
and attractive. His interpretation of the Old Testament history, and the 
spiritual insight which he has into the character of the heroes of that history, 
make him an able and inspiring guide. Jacob is one of the most interesting 
of the Jewish patriarchs, and Mr. Meyer's biography of him is of unusual 
power and value. 

Second Corinthians in Greek. 

The Second Epistle of Paul, the Apostle, to the Corinthians, with notes 
and introduction. [Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools and Colleges.] 
By Rev. J. J. Lias, M. A. Cambridge : University Press. 1892. Pp. 
xxix., 156. Price, 90c. 

The admirable character of these handbooks every one knows. The clear 
Greek text, the careful introduction, the scholarly, acute and instructive notes 
make them the best publications upon the Greek of the individual New Testa- 
ment books. One always receives a new volume of the series with delight 
and gratitude. May they attract many to a better study of the Scriptures 
in their own language. 

Samson. 

Samson : His Life and Work. By Rev. Thos. Kirk. Edinburgh : And. 

Elliot, 1 891. Pp. 264. 

The author believes that Samson, with all his faults, was a truly great man, 
and did a noble work, and was eminently worthy of his distinguished position 
as Judge. There is not an extensive literature on Samson, despite the prom- 
inence it occupies in the sacred narrative ; and what writings there are, take 
a less favorable view of Samson. Mr. Kirk's book was primarily a course 
of lectures, treating respectively of Samson's birth, marriage, revenge, victory, 
fall, and death. To these six have been added a supplementary lecture 
showing the absurdity of the mythical theory of Samson. The design of the 
course was four-fold : to give an exposition of the Bible narrative, to freshen it 
with the most recent geographical discoveries, to remove errors and obscuri- 
ties which have gathered around this hero's work and character, and to make 
the biography religiously profitable. In view of the latter purpose, each lec- 
ture closes with several practical teachings suggested by the historical matter, 
and they are well drawn and presented. Mr. Kirk takes the view that the 
name Samson was derived from the Hebrew word for sun, and was given him 
because "the child who was to begin to save Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines, and so break the darkness of oppression, was like the sun, which 
chases away the darkness of the night." He understands that Samson was 
born at the beginning of the forty years' oppression by the Philistines, took 
his judgeship at nineteen years of age, ruled the last twenty years of the 
period, and within three or four months after his death the oppression was 
brought to an end by Samuel's great victory at Ebenezer, toward which de- 



